. med for King Wikiarm 13
andQueenhary. ThaFamily of

‘County Seat:King'&Gueen -

S 75 ¢

appahannock Lega! Ser-
ices’ Tappahannock Office has
nd. a new and potentially
manent home at 311 Vir-

hysical Therapy building. -
appahannock Legad Ser-
ices’ Tappahannock Office has

Richmond, - Northumberland,

“King and Queen counties.

C “When' this. place became
- available we jumped at the
- chanee.-to have ‘more space —

all first floor — that is handi- .
capped accessible,” says John -
. Rellick, the managing attorney .-
for the Tappahannock Office- :

which was previously located

at 407 Prince Street. “A 1ot of”

. our clienis are handicapped or

limited in their ability to move.

about, We're glad we did it,
happy to be ‘hete and hope to
remain here for a long time.”

- The new location is the fourth

sﬁe the local agency has octu- -

eferring i-ndigent citi-

‘ticipating private attorneys.

. Eventually; the organization

hired : full-time . :staff

inia’ Street in the former Essex -

een_providing no-cost legal |
dvocacy to low-income resi- -
its of Essex, Westmoreland,

‘Lancaster, King William and

! ‘panded service area.

s offices in Fredericksburg
zetis With legal problems to par-'

Reeledzoh Bld

Essex County Commtss;oner? -
“of the Revenue “Thomas’ M
“#Torimy” Blackwell has-an-.
nounced he will seek reeléition
in the’ November. eletion, ‘He i
was -first elected in 2005 and.
has -served in his curresit posn-
_ thIl for nearly. 10 years. :

*As.commissioner-of tie rev-
enue, Blackweil 18 the'chiief tax
-assessing. officer: for Essex.
Cauity. He administers. the as-
sessiments for. businesse
individuals for real: estatc’ and
pefsonal property, _and agsists

N ﬂ]

MAS Mi BLACKW

- sioner..

Blackwell has served aspt
dent of the Tidewater Com:
:  sioners of the Revenue A:
: atxon and he is currently
presu:lent of the Virg
ommissioners of the Reve
: Association (VACOMRE
 In“addition, he is‘an ac
" member of the Virginia A
ciation of- Assessmg Offi
AQ); serving on its.

7alue Committee, and he is
VACOMREV IlalSéJIl- to

(from Ieft) Yolanda Harley {paralegal), Klm Wllkiné (admimst
. John. Relhck (managmg attorney)

-tion" of 31 870) Relllck sald.'
_approximately 10,000 people in :
- the Tappahanriock service:area’
are eligible for the civil caseaid. ‘refatives of clients..
his office’ provxdes : 2 We do. not charg anything
The- organization is ﬁmded;;, i
primary by the state govern-"
ment. and. local Boa:ds of Su

Fredericksburg and Culbépef,' fr
“donations: from: attérneys. and
- donatioris: fromm: chents-

“changed. its name ‘to Rappa-
annock Legal Services, Inc.
'.(RLS) 1o better reﬂect its- ex-.

The service area — which also”

and - Culpéper.--had a year-
2010° poverty. populatlon of
5
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' Contumed From Page 1,

" Rellick. - T
" “The Tappahannock' office

TP, e

f Tives in the War :

: :,by-mde

handles primarily. cases imvolv--:

ing familydaw. (custody,. sup- .

port -anddomestic- violence), -
and housing. Other matters in-

volve government benefit cases- .
involving.the - Department:of--

_‘Social Services, Social Security -

Administration or the Virginia
Employment Comimission.

“Sometinies we handle’ lssueé’ i

involving retired people and

we'd like ta do Smote - veteran. .

benefii cases,” said Rellick.”
“We also represent clicnts seek—

ing unemployment benefits: '

from the Virginia Employment .
Commiis$ion. That. was'a:bi
-aréa of our practice a couple K

-years ago when thé: economy . k
- ‘think we make the jilstice Sy85-

" tem run‘a little better, Hot.only.
in‘levelling: the “playing field, -
~but:because .an umrepresented

wad especially bad B
are finally turning aro .
and people are not as much in
need of unemployment ben—

Lefits.”
‘Rellick: has been wnth thec‘% :

States, the memorial is adorned
with thé names.of all meinbers

of Essex County who served in. -
all wars from the French and
. Indian: War- thirough the Viet="
pami War. The names of those.

who returned alive and those

. who died on the field of battle :

.are listed alphabencally, sn‘le-

‘The master of ceremomes

* zead the nares, somé 39 in all
with the aforementioned excep--
tion, of those who penshed in_
. defense of liberty. The Hst in-~

. .cluded those most receritly fost
cld-of battle in Af-

- /temi- when one’ side has am at

has a three-person staff —since.

people annually. -
“I see-a great ynoiet need for )

the Tepreésentation of low-in- -
* come people who cannot afford

:a lawyer to represent | them and
I enjo k fith them, L

-teractmg with them both per-

. sopally. and professmnally

“* Rellick: says. the“assistance

Rappahannogk Legal Serwce; ‘

pro‘ndcsd ‘clienits helps Jevé
- the: piaymg ﬁeld” in ‘a court
Toom. "7

advantage wnh the justice sys

-tor ¥ nd the other sidi
doesn’t;’ “he remarked.:

dh
" Many people éxpressed thei
gratitude for my meager words.

"Two expressions stand out for: -
special mention. The Tewish * CL

Rabbi, a-1ed-coated-Marine
Corps Leagué: metiber Wearing

“jump: “Wwings:and 4B
with a second star;.
“lowihg, *When I'came home ]

.

ver speako
ou:fo

1984 The office prov1dcs $ers - ‘rim
vices m"-aPPmXImately 400 i ad

: .‘the Situations'are not.at such
““So often people areata dlS-" "

Bronze Star.
said the fol- -

. needed. some teal help. So I’
: n' d

L School“and ‘the Essex ngh- :

I-:new ahout all those thmgs you :
spoke of; and prormsed myself |
th

focal staffincludes paralegal oA
Yolanda ‘Harley- and adminis-
trative assistant Kim "Wilking.
Rellick says Wilkins, who
has been with the office for
near]y adecade, plays a crucml
fole-in assxstmg ‘clients. - .
“Kim is on the front lmcs,
he remdrked. :“She gets the
calls froi thé clients when they
are at their most emotional
Arested: ‘Bythe. time. folks;c 3
in to see me; for the most part

crisis Tevel.. They have calm
down a bit:7
‘o:teover,

elhck says s0me

ferrals,” © - _
- “For-the. ‘most part they take
uncontested divorce cases from
" he said: “Those cages-are
pretty much straight- ~forward

5. Butwe stilk apprecmle them: put— . )
L ting’ “in their time

- Moreoyer; Relhck noted that' )

.

]uly 1l Reglstrauon t
gin at 9 a.m., doors Will O en
at'8:30 am., .all sessions. s_
at 10 am, - :

" A continental breakfast and © Thed

1Fam11y,_ Frlends :

yi'co
part of our budget,”
We appreclatc that they appre-

8 P
mcredlble eveit-at ‘the- Essex'
; ngh Schooly’ The spring-con- -
the’ Esséx Tatermediate;

‘School bands.
wltnessed an unbellevablc
play of talent perfectly and
xecuted: I-
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